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John 13:1 - 14:31

As always, Peter was eager, but not necessarily enlightened. Whatever would make him closer to Jesus, however, was acceptable and desirable. Jesus washed the disciples’ feet because that was the job of the lowest servants of the household and He wanted them to understand that no one in the kingdom is too highly placed to perform the duties of a servant. He was the Servant of the Old Testament prophecies. His disciples needed to understand and accept that they also were servants who would be directed in their duties by the Holy Spirit. No one can truly serve as an effective servant/leader in the kingdom unless they first understand their own unworthiness to do so. 

In verses 22-25 the “loved” disciple is assumed to be John, the narrator of the story. He is thought to have been much younger than the rest of the apostles, perhaps just a teenager. Jesus knew what long life and service were before John and perhaps John’s age also contributed to Jesus’ affection for him. The Greeks were far more specific in their meaning for what we translate as “love”. In this case the Greek word meant the unconditional and pure love of one person for another without a requirement of love returned, although in this case John loved his Master and served Him the rest of his life. There is no thought of lust in this word agape′.  As verse 33 indicates, Jesus thought of His disciples as His “little children”.  (Who of us would not benefit by printing and posting verse 35 in a prominent place where it will come to mind often?)

Chapter 14 is Jesus’ comforting word to the disciples with Him and to us. Those with Him did not understand all that He said. We shouldn’t wonder at that since we have trouble sorting out His words and we have the 20-20 hindsight granted by living on this side of the cross and also have the help of the Holy Spirit. Only a few hours after this time with Jesus, the disciples would scatter and hide, believing that Jesus had failed in His mission; that He was dead and gone.

In verse 6 Jesus had said that He is “the” way, “the” truth, and “the” life. This was deliberate wording. He is not optional; He is “the” unique, eternal, and sovereign Savior. There is no other.

As Jesus promises the Holy Spirit in verses 16-31 He also plainly presents the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will dwell within believers; He will bring them understanding and guide them to the truth. Luther explained the special place of the Holy Spirit as that of One who “calls, gathers, sanctifies, and enlightens.” NASB translates Him as the Helper. NIV says He is the Counselor. Though the Counselor would be sent, Jesus also says that “My Father will love him [the believer], and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.”  Jesus said that after He left them the Father would send the Holy Spirit, but He also said that He (Jesus) would be with the disciples always.  Although understanding the Trinity is beyond the human mind, in these verses Jesus clearly states its reality. 

